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Summary only 

DIAGNOSING PREGNANCY IN EWES BY RECTAL 
PALPATION 

r. G. ACKERLEY and R. A. S. WELCH 

Ruakum Agricultural Research Centre, Hamilton 

Trials were carried out to test the accuracy of a rectal abdolm- 
inal palpation technique fomr pregnancy diagnosis and for pre- 
diction of single versus multiple pregnancies. 
Trial 1: 683 mixed-aged ewes, 90 to 110 days’ pregnant, were 
examined. Of 33 non-pregnant sheep 23 were accurately pre- 
dicted; conversely, of 650 pregnant ewes, 648 were accurately 
predicted pregnant; 408 of 463 ewes lambing singles were 
accurately predicted; 53 of the 55 errors were predicted singles 
but lambed twins; 87 of 187 ewes’ lambing twins were accur- 
ately predicted; all of the errors were predicted twins that 
lambed singles. 
Trial 2: 273 two-tooth ewes, 68 to 110 days pregnant, were 
examined. Of 11 non-pregnant ewes, all were correctly diag- 
nosed though 13 were predicted; 172 of 179 ewes lambing 
singles were accurately predicted, with 6 o’f the wrong pre- 
dictions lambing twins; 30 of 83 ewes lambing twins were 
predicted with 52 elf the errors lambing singles. 

Trial 3: 91 mixed-aged ewes with synchromzed mating were 
examined every 10 days from day 30 to 100 post mating. Of 
the 9 ewes that were not pregnant the accurate predictions for 
each lo-day test were 7, 8, 8, 9, 9, 9, 9, 9. The accurate predic- 
tions for the pregnant ewes were 9,182, 44182, 70182, 80182, 
82182, SO/SO, SO/SO, SO/SO. 
Trial 4: 64 mixed-aged pregnant ewes with synchronized 
mating were examined every 10 days from 60 to 110 days post- 
mating by two people. Operator 1 (experienced) made the 
following correct predictions for the 33 single-bearing ewes at 
each lo-day test: 29, 27, 28, 29, 28, 31. For the 31 twin-bearing 
ewes, the following correct predictions were made: 26, 27, 27, 
23, 29, 28. 

Operator 2 (inexperienced) made the following correct pre- 
dictions for singles, 20/30; 27/33; 29133; 32133; 25/33; 31133; 
and for twins, 12125; 17/31; 18131; 20,131; 24131; .25/31. 
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