
View All Proceedings Next Conference Join NZSAP

New Zealand Society of Animal Production online archive
This paper is from the New Zealand Society for Animal Production online archive. NZSAP holds a regular

An invitation is extended to all those involved in the field of animal production to apply for membership of
the New Zealand Society of Animal Production at our website  www.nzsap.org.nz
 

 

The New Zealand Society of Animal Production in publishing the conference proceedings is engaged in disseminating

information, not rendering professional advice or services. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views

of the New Zealand Society of Animal Production and the New Zealand Society of Animal Production expressly disclaims any

form of liability with respect to anything done or omitted to be done in reliance upon the contents of these proceedings.

This work is licensed under a  Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0

International License.

You are free to:

      Share— copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

Under the following terms:

     Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. You may

do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

     NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

     NoDerivatives — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not distribute the modified material.

http://creativecommons.org.nz/licences/licences-explained/

 

http://www.nzsap.org/proceedings/browse
http://www.nzsap.org/conference
http://www.nzsap.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Summary only 

MISMOTHERING IN ROMNEY SHEEP 

R. A. S. WELCH and R. KILGOUR 
Ruakura Agricultural Research Centre, Hamilton 

Two-hundred-and-five Romney ewes were observed during 
lambing. Eight observers in turn maintained a continuous 
watch. Records were o’btained from 180 lambings. 

The ewes were in one acre paddocks and stocking rates 
decreased from about 50 to 5 per acre as lambed ewes 
were shed off each morning. Each group of 50 lambed in 
about five days. Twenty of the lambs were fostered by 
an alien ewe;. Mismothering occurred at a similar rate as 
stocking rate decreased and was related to the number 
of. lambs dropped rather than stocking density. The mis- 
mothering did not contribute to lamb deaths but. is obvi- 
ously important where pedigree records are being kept. 
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