
  

PRESIDENT’S PIECE  March 2026 
 

It is my pleasure to connect with you and provide a brief update on the activities of the New Zealand Society of 
Animal Production (NZSAP). 

The past year has been both challenging and productive for the Executive Committee (EC) of NZSAP. With the 
strong support of our members and the EC, we successfully organised the annual conference jointly with the 
New Zealand Grassland Association in Hamilton. The conference provided an excellent platform to celebrate the 
contributions of our community. We recognised and honoured leaders in the livestock and dairy sectors through 
Lifetime Achievement Awards, and we also acknowledged the outstanding scientific contributions of our 
researchers and graduate students who are advancing animal science in New Zealand. I sincerely thank all 
members who submitted abstracts and presented their work at the conference. 

We are now preparing for the 2026 conference with the Grassland Society, and I strongly encourage you to submit 
your research and participate in this important event. 

We also launched a new webinar series, StockSense, aimed at disseminating knowledge from experts and 
scientists on the policy, practice, and performance of the livestock and dairy sectors. These seminars are 
available on our new YouTube channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/@StockSenseResearchReview 

I encourage you to subscribe to stay updated on future webinars. 

Over the past year, we have also filled several key positions within the Executive Committee, including Vice 
President, Treasurer, and Communications Officer, through the Annual General Meeting and a Special General 
Meeting. I warmly welcome and thank Dr Scobie, David (Lincoln Uni), Dr Patricia Johnson (BSI), and Shannon 
Ruddy (Massey Uni) for taking on these important roles and contributing their time and expertise to the society. 

At the recent Special General Meeting, we also approved the society’s new constitution and annual budget. 
During both the AGM and SGM, we highlighted that membership growth, community connectivity, and financial 
sustainability have been ongoing challenges for the society. Addressing these areas will require collective effort. 
Together with my colleagues in the EC, I am committed to strengthening these aspects of NZSAP, and with your 
active engagement and support, I am confident we can make meaningful progress. 
 
NZSAP has long played a vital role in providing a forum where scientists and industry can exchange and 
disseminate independent, science-based knowledge. Through this role, the society has contributed significantly  
to the development and progress of New Zealand’s primary sector. I have no doubt that the relevance and impact 
of NZSAP will continue to grow in the years ahead. 
 
Looking forward, we aim to strengthen engagement with members, expand knowledge-sharing initiatives, and 
further position NZSAP as a leading voice connecting science, industry, and policy for the future of sustainable 
animal production in New Zealand. 

Thank you for your continued support of the society. 

Ajmal Khan 

 



2026  MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ___________________________________  
Title Name  Phone Email Location 
Title Name  Phone  Email Location 

PRESIDENT Ajmal khan 0273041766  ajmal.khan@agresearch.co.nz       Palmerston North 
VICE PRESIDENT David Scobie   David.Scobie@lincoln.ac.nz Lincoln University 
PAST PRESIDENT Nick Sneddon 06 351 8276   n.w.sneddon@massey.ac.nz          Massey University 
PUBLICATIONS Yin Chin    y.chin@massey.ac.nz   Massey University 
WEBSITE Tricia Johnson    tricia.johnson@agresearch.co.nz Agresearch Invermay 
TREASURER Tricia Johnson   tricia.johnson@agresearch.co.nz  Invermay 
EDITOR Omar Al-Marashdeh omar.Al-Marashden@lincoln.ac.nz Lincoln University    
COMMUNICATION Shannon Ruddy   s.ruddy@massey.ac.nz   Palmerston North 
ADMIN Pauline Penketh  027 2794451 nzsap.inc@gmail.com   Palmerston North 
CONFERENCE TBC   
STUDENT REP TBC   
SI FARMER REP  John booker 03 314 4129    j.booker@amuri.net   Kaikoura 
NIFARMER REP Mark Illston    06 388 7804    Illston@actrix.co.nz  Taihape 

 

LAST CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 

This is a final call for abstracts for the 2026 NZSAP Joint Conference with the NZ Grassland 
Association, which will be held in Blenheim from 28 to 30 October 2026. 

 Accepted submissions will be published in one of two formats. A selection of 12 to 15 papers will 
undergo peer review and be published in a special issue of the New Zealand Journal of Agricultural 
Research (NZJAR). Alternatively, authors may choose to publish short communications directly 
through NZSAP. Both publication formats will be presented orally at the conference. 

 Abstract submissions close at 5pm Friday 20th March 

Decisions will be made by Friday 10th April  

The NZJAR papers or NZSAP Short Communications must be submitted to the respective 
publishers by Friday 19th of June. 

 Further details and the abstract submission form are available at NZSAP ABSTRACT SUBMISSION. 
Please also check that your NZSAP membership is up to date at CHECK MEMBERSHIP STATUS. 

A special part of our conference is the Young Members Session. Young Members will be 
considered from both the NZJAR special issue and the short communication publications, the 
length of the article will not negatively impact the members submission or chances for the award. 
Further details about eligibility and previous recipients can be found HERE. 

 If you have any questions about the NZSAP publication process, please contact the NZSAP 
Editor, Omar Al-Marashdeh (OMAR.AL-MARASHDEH@LINCOLN.AC.NZ 

NZSAP AWARD WINNERS ____________________________________  
75th Jubilee Technician Award 

 Lincoln University 2024 
German Molano 
Massey University 2024 
Anneke Campfrens 

 



McMeekan Memorial Award 2025 
Shannon Clarke 
 
Animal Science Travel Awards  
Mairi Stewart 
 
Allan Crawford Memorial Travel Award  
Pavithra Aritarathne 
 
Young Member Award 
Yaliska Moreno Gonzalez 
 
Life Memberships 
Steve Morris 
Sam Peterson 
Gary Waghorn 
 
Living Legend Award 
Kevin Macdonald 
 
To nominate somebody for an award, please send the following to the Executive Secretary:  
NZSAP, C/-. 64 Stanley Avenue, Roslyn, Palmerston North 4414.   Email: nzsap.inc@gmail.com  
 

 Position 
 Name of Nominee (Printed) and signature of Nominee 
 Proposer (Print name) and Proposer’s signature 
 Seconder (Print name) and signature of Seconder 
 Date 

REMINDERS ________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MURRAY WOOLFORD YOUNG DAIRY SCIENTIST 
AWARD 

DUE: 31ST JULY 2026 SEE: 
HTTP://WWW.NZSAP.ORG/MURRAY-WOOLFORD-YOUNG-DAIRY-SCIENTIST-AWARD 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR NZSAP ANIMAL SCIENCE TRAVEL AWARDS 
DUE: 31ST JULY 2026 

DETAILS CAN BE FOUND HERE:  
http://www.nzsap.org/nzsap-animal-science-award  

2026 MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS  
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE FOR PAYMENT.  

PROMPT PAYMENT IS APPRECIATED.  
 



In 2025 the Society upgraded its accounting package and that upgrade together with a 
rearrangement of the accounting practices of the Society was completed late in 2025. As 
a result your invoice for your subscription renewal was sent approximately one month 
later than our usual practice.  We thank members for both their patience during this 
process which took a little longer than we anticipated and their payments since. 
 

 NZSAP MEMBERSHIP FEES 2026 
Full membership              $95 

Student membership      $47.50 

Australian members        $95 

Rest of World members $125 

 OBITUARIES 
Dr Dave Leathwick sadly passed away on the 27th of December 2025.Many of our past and 
current members have had the pleasure of working with and for Dave over the years and his 
passing will leave a very hugh hole in the  research sector of this country and in particular 
paristology research. 
Dave was a recipient of the New Zealand Society of Animal Production McMeeken Award in 
2010 - A link to the citation for his award can be found here. 
Dr Christian Sauermann Team Leader of the Bioeconomy Science Institute (Formerly 
AgResearch) Parasitology Team circulated a eulogy which can be accessed off the front page 
of the Society’s website. 

NZSAP CONFERENCE 2026 __________________________________  
Again, this year we will be partnering with the New Zealand Grasslands and Agronomy 
Societies for the annual conference in Blenheim from 8.30am Wednesday 28 October 
2026 until 12.30pm Friday, 30 October.  Further information can be found on the link 
below. 

https://www.grassland.org.nz/events.php 

NZSAP PROCEEDINGS – FREE ONLINE  

The 2025 proceeding of the NZSAP is published online and can be accessed using the following 
link: https://www.nzsap.org/view/biblio/volume/85 

PUBLICATION OFFER FOR MEMBERS 

Burleigh Stone Science Publishing have advised of two recent research publications on 
offer with a 20% discount to NZSAP members purchasing either or both of these. 

1. Advances in sheep production, edited by Lesley Stubbings, Consultant, UK and 
Kate Phillips, Consultant, UK  



2. Advances in temperate grassland science and management, edited by Dr Agnes 
van den Pol-van Dasselaar, Aeres University of Applied Sciences, The 
Netherlands 

You can contact them as below and claim your discount code at the time 

Katherine Peacock | Burleigh Dodds Science Publishing 
Marketing and Communications Manager 
Tel: +44 (0) 1223 839365 
Web: www.bdspublishing.com | AgNetZero: https://agnet-zero.com/ 
82 High Street, Sawston, Cambridge, CB22 3HJ, UK 
Registration No. 09394129 |VAT registration No. GB 206 2418 42 
 

SHARE US AROUND 

We get quite a few similar type newsletters from outside organisation both in New Zealand 
and from overseas.  It would be great if we could share our news around also,  To that end 
feel free to send me the addresses of organisations you think would appreciate our news 
and I will add them to the mailing list.  Please povide an email address of a single contact at 
that organisation rather than a staff list.  
 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW 

To support our sharing around proposal I would like to add a personal touch to the 
newsletter and invite members to provide me with a couple of paragraphs of where they 
are now workwise – how you got there – what your research/study  covers . and anything 
else you would like to include. Happy for you to lodge a photo in your piece if you so wish. 

I will be actively pursuing reports from conference attendees to include also so be 
prepared to have that to me within six weeks of your conference if we have provided 
funding assistance to get you there.   

 

 


