ELECTION OF HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Romnarn VINE

Ronald Vine's career has not
followed the pattern typical of
most persons previously hon--
oured by being elected to hon-
orary life membership of the
New Zealand Society of Ani-
mal Production. He received
no formal training in agricul-
ture or any of the allied
sciences: in fact his official
education ended after only two
vears at secondary school. Yet
Ronald Vine has made a truly
outstanding  contribution  to
animal production in New Zea-
land, and indeed to the whole
broad field of agriculture.

For the past 42 years he has been a professional journalist.
Born at Te Hapua near the North Cape, he spent much of his
early bovhood among Maori people at Ruatoki in the Urawera
country. After his brief secondary education at the Wanganui
Technical School he tried his hand at a number of occupations
— grocer’s assistant, seasonal nurseryman, contract fencer —
before he found his true niche and began his distinguished career
as an agricultural freelance journalist. In his early days he con-
tributed to a range of journals. However, his first published
article appeared in the New Zealand Farmer and it was through
his many writings in this journal, and as its editor since 1970,
that he made his tremendous contribution to the advancement
of New Zealand agriculture.

¥
i
|
|
I
I
i

Ronald Vine's articles and editorials have reached a huge and
scattered public., The amount of information he has passed on
over the years about new scientific and technological develop-
ments, or the methods of successiul farmers, entitle him to be
considered as perhaps the country’s foremost extension officer.
But he has been much more even than that. Known to, and
respected by almost everyone engaged in agricultural research,
teaching and extension and amazingly well informed of current
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work, new trends and developments, he has not only written of
these with unfailing clarity, but has, by deep probing and dis-
cussion, revealed gaps in knowledge, stimulated new approaches
and influenced the direction of work. His thinking and writing
have had an impact not only here and on the farm, but also in
the home, among Federated Farmers, on producer boards, in
Government departments and on the political scene. In all these
areas, individuals have not only been kept informed, but stimu-
lated, encouraged, and if necessary even provoked and goaded
into thinking and arguing important issues out among themselves.

To do all this has taken special qualities, some very obvious
indeed, others not so easy to describe. For a start there has been
his vast knowledge of all facets of the farming industry — re-
search, extension, land development, farming practice, politics
and trade — all seen in their true historical perspective. Added
to this has been his extraordinary capacity to identify and high-
light the truly significant issues of the day and to recognize at a
very early stage those new scientific developments and tech-
nologies that were to have a profound effect in shaping the future
of New Zealand’s farming industries. Then there has been his
clarity of mind, his ability to grasp the essential elements of a
problem, and his command of the English language which have
combined to make him a master at setting out complicated mat-
ters in a form easy to follow and a real pleasure to read.

But as well as these abilities, there are qualities of character
which have unguestionably played an enormous part in the valu-
able work he has been able to do. Modest, unassuming, highly
sensitive, and totally trustworthy, he has rapidly gained the re-
spect, confidence and admiration of all those with whom he has
had to deal. He has always been someone with whom matters
could be discussed — however confidential or controversial they
might be. He is renowned for his courage, complete independence
of mind, fairness and integrity.

The accuracy and objectiveness of Ronald Vine's reporting and
his overall abilities as an agricultural journalist have not gone
unrecognized by his own professional colleagues. A foundation
member of the N.Z. Guild of Agricultural Journalists, he received
the Bank of New South Wales award for members of his craft in
1970, but even more indicative of his stature in his profession is
the fact that the paper he has edited for the last five years has
increased astonishingly in both circulation and influence.

A lively, progressive agricultural industry such as New Zea-
land’s needs a constant supply of sound information and well



informed discussion and criticism that only the very best of
journalism can give. Ronald Vine has established standards and
set precedents of enormous value in this connection. He has re-
cently retired from editing the New Zealand Farmer, but will,
we earnestly hope, continue to contribute to it

Over the last 42 years there have been tremendous changes
and advances in New Zealand's agricultural industries. Ronald
Vine has not only witnessed and reported these changes and

advances but played a very important role in bringing them
about.



